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How to get started with Buoy Zone — Race Officer

Create an account

Etep 1 2f2

Orfegister with emad and pessward

» Download the app
“Buoy Zone” from
app store.

> Register using
your Google or Apple
account —or create a
new account.
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& Register Details
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» Input your personal
details.

» Search for RBYC and
link your account to
the club.
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Create a new course

b

BUOY ZONE

RACING MADE EASY

> Create a new
racecourse by click-

ing

“Manage a Course".
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> Add a new race-
course.

Select Plus Sign.
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» Fill in the host club.
» Define a course

name that can be
easily recognised.
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Enter the course axis.

Course settings
Reyal Brighton Yacht Club

Enter the course size (nm) and

Basic Settings

Caurse axis ("M} Saurse size (nm) / the length of the start-line (m)
0 0.5

depending on the wind

/"

Start vessel location can be

Start-line length (m) start pin blas
. 60 0* N conditions and the boat types.
updated with the current vessel yp
Siert boat lecation
location as long as racecourse is Manual course location N

ﬂ "\‘J-.::ll'.'I aCation s ot recommende
W ayngigicotlios The start pin bias can be be-

SELECT ON MAP tween +15° and -15°.

HIDE COORDINATES

Deg® Mins o Decimal Deg®

not yet finalised. After finalising

the racecourse please choose

“Manual course location” so that

the start vessel location does not

N\

Latitude
. . D DDOD )
change, |f the start Vessel swings 37995726 Update with my current location
. 710}” Manual course location
or let ‘out more anchor. ontitite
DD.DODD"
145.094106
10511
Select “Select on Map” or Enter
Lat. & Long. (See map next Page). pasic (@ ) DETAILED
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How to set up a new racecourse - Continued (Detailed)

<  Scroll to locathon

(Cooaic]

Course settings

Royal Brightan Yacht Club

sasic @) oeraien .
Mot part of an event?

Detailed Settings Thuse arm avents, it aciiva e
o ingL T yeur chall, A pou Sue
Hhix povrae = rot part of an event?

Event & Fleets o
.o, RBYCKeelboatTrophyRace 2, _—
" fleet(s): Keelboats DIV 1, HALEAD
Keelboats Div 2

course type. Windward Leeward

Botede Tipe Trapezoid
Choose the designated | Windward Leeward = §Triangle

Mark 1 Setting
i i Digital N
[ Mark | Gate €
| Digital M
Add 14 Mark
No | Yes |

Select the settings for
1A Merk angle *

top mark 1, mark 1A. 100 :ﬁ

Drag the map to locate
the indicator in desired
location, then press the
select button
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1A distance from 1 (m)

40

1A axis: 358° , 0.5nm
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How to set up a new racecourse - Continued (Detailed)

PE Course settings

Royal Brighton Yacht Club

1A axis: 3587, 0.5nm

Add Extra Top Mark X1

Mo | Yes
Se|eCt the Setﬁngs for X1 length (% of course size)
Extra top mark X1, mark il Bolow o
XA. 2/4
(X1 Course size: 0:38nm)
Exira Top Mark X1 Type
Add Course Length for ™~ " k. :
Inner Top Marks. % of O
original course length. .
Add XA Mark
No  Yes

Select the settings for
Mark 4 Setting
the bottom mark.

/

Gate Mark None

Start-line location

Below bottom mark(s)
Select the locations of

Finish-line locaticn

start-line and finish-line. Starboard of start boat

Finish distance
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How to set up a new racecourse - Completed Course Setting

Shows details of people
logged onto course.

Course Title |——— - & = RB26930TES.. . 21 co0_™

<4 Kilda St Kilda East merms .
i g Shows Number of linked traces
% 097 ®
COMPASS ,
Rigponlea . Centres’ Start Boat on Chart.
Elstesmmms .
Einesd N \ Shows your current location.
®
. o Choose between: Map Layers
Y 4
i Club Features On / Off

Course Dist.

3 Satellite View: On / Off

Course Bear.

Course Alert: choose between

Man Overboard

Assistance Requested

Share Course appears here when Medic Request.

. ot
you have forgotten to share. o™ 0.5 This will notify all boats on the course.
COURSE AXIS ~ COURSE SIZE =

Use this now before you forget. Coogle

i L

SHARE COURSE |

Here you can adjust your
racecourse settings.
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How to set up a new racecourse - Continued (Detailed)

Course settings

Selecting Manual € o Brighion Vect olib

allows you to adjust Citsh distonce
the finish line length. \ =
Au'm| Manual

Enter the length of 60 [R—
the finish line, the T i
gate width and the Bate width (m) -
gate distance. 60 .=
B
24
Gate/hottarm mark offset (nm) S
005 [
a4
Mark Order
= Order of marks per flest for >
race analysis o
Fleets
You can also add fleets / x h
using this particular Advanced ~ s i
course (optional). =Oro o
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How to set up a new racecourse — Advance Settings

Enter start ves-
sel name and
skipper name &
details

Select to share
with Club.

Set the course
and open Map
or Preview.
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Course settings

Aayal Brighton Yacht Glub
Advanced ~

Star vessel name *
Harry Tedstone

14720
Race Qfficer
Rod McKenna

11420
Mablle numbaer
04

2720

& WhatsApp Group Link

Create a Groupin WhatsApp and copy the ‘Invite
It here, thia will be shared with

peaple [oining The souras

Copy and Paste WhatsApp
invite link here if you want to
setup for Event groups etc.

(Optional)

O Syne to GiPSy Buoy?

O Uusing BZ Beacons?

Find out about the naw free 82
{i=#) Baacons hena to see exactly where =
your marks are. buoy zone’hz-beacon

O syncto MarkSetBot?

O 3etasaclub template?

These fields would be used
by club admin. When
setting up templates and
robotic marks.

Shared with club & Trace

cnce




Club Features—Map Layer

Club Features - Race Management Oriented Charts

Clubs with an active Club Subscription can add key details to their map for all those who join to be able to see. These
features include standard chart based symbols such as Marker buoys, Beacons, Lighthouses, rocks etc as well as
marks and way-points specific to club activities. The focus is not on replacing navigational charts, rather allowing de-
tails relevant to course setting activities to be visible and available to those who need it.

Before you start, what you need to know:
e Club features are exclusively available to clubs that have a Buoy Zone Club Subscription

® Club features are visible to both those managing a course and joining a course.

® You can only create Club Features for your “Profile Club”

Club features can be edited by either the user who created them or a Club Admin.
Any Club Feature can be selected as a “navigate to function” or can also be used when selecting a manual course lo-

cation using the “select on map” option.
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Club Features—Map Layer Cont.

£  Create feature Triangla

Square
Typa

I:.l_l-“f.. m e

Hexagon

‘Symbol

Feature Name

0716 [ ®

Feature Description

ased
Typa
Circle .
. - ‘_/’
&
LOCATE ON MAP L
L]
Deg® Mins c Decimal Deg®
) ®
Latitude
-37.909070
wm
Longitude L]
000000 =
144986130
W

. Locate on Map or Enter Lat & Long.

active
cn , ,
Mark as Active or Inactive

. Updating features may take a few minutes
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Club Features—Map Layer Cont.

Using Club Features

To begin adding Club Features click through to “Manage a Course” from the main landing screen.

® On the next screen (My Courses), at the top right select “Club Features” then tap the big Orange + Button to begin
creating a feature.

® When selecting the location of a feature it is possible to manually add a coordinate or view the map and scroll to
the right location by tapping “Select on Map”

® Note you may find it useful to toggle on the satellite view layer

e There are options to deactivate features individually if not required, for example clubs may have specific regatta
based waypoints which are not always required.

Select manual locations on the map

Wherever you are able select the location of an item EG Manual course location, Club Feature you have the option to
click “select on map” and then select the location you're looking for on the map. This in addition to the ability to add in
both specific coordinates where these are known.

Note all Club Features are selectable - so for example if you have a mooring or regular course location saved as a
Club Feature you can select this as the location of the start boat for the course.
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How to get started with Buoy Zone — Mark Layer

Create an account

il

Step 10t 2
Hgn in wie Bsogle

D register with emad and passwerd

Email
Pagsward

2anfinT passwend

» Download the app “Buoy
Zone” from app store.

> Register using your Google
or Apple account —or create a
new account.
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Step 2ol 2
Mame
S
e 5It;15ml'::‘:ucs1emmlcamau BUOY ZONE
ERERID RACING MADE EASY
NESEND VERIFICATION EMAIL

uniry .-

STE 10 YT

Feoyol Brighton Yacht Club

Fedl  Vards - Mutur

Kilomalers  Milgs Mool

W Diem mmy ac

» Join a course by clicking

» Input your personal
Details. “Join a Course".

» Search for RBYC and link
your account to the club.

30/09/2026

Join a Course

FB26028TESTL WINTWARD LEEWARD 18
b an howr ago

SHOW OLDER COURSES

» Select a Course.

» This screen also allows you
to change host club.

» If course not shown Select
“Show Older Courses”

< Joincouwrse

Harry Tedstone il

W= Committes Boat

CANCEL

» Select existing vessel.
Or

» Select “Add New” Vessel.



How to get started with Buoy Zone — Mark Layer Cont.

RBYC2TEST
Jain ai
B Mark vessel - @ Mark Vezsel
il Safety
Test Boat 2|
0 Umplre
Your name =
# official
Mobile number # Coach
B Spectator
cANCEL m Competitor
# Other

Official (onshore)
> Enter Vessel Name

= Spectator (onshore)
» Enter Your Name
> Enter Your Mobile #.

» Select Type of Vessel
from list.

> Select “Join”
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How to get started with Buoy Zone — Mark Layer Cont.

Course Title

Compass Bearing
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&~

© RB26928TES...

121™

COMPAES

2

0.2"“\

Course Bear.

Shows details of people
logged onto course.

Shows No. of people in Trace

Shows your current location.

\s\\ Satellite View: On / Off

Course Dist.

Course Alert: choose between

Man Overboard

\ Centres’ Start Boat on Chart.
|' Choose between: Map Layers
ﬁ , Club Features On / Off

Assistance Requested
Medic Request.

This will notify all boats on the
course.




How to get started with Buoy Zone — Mark Laying Cont.

& RBVCJUN: D 2 5 > Click on the mark you are
° ol & co :
El 1 supposed to lay. & ©RBYC2TEST A 22

¥ 01 GIM ¥ 021 ™ -
GomEASS COMPASS .
\._/E: Directions on Buoy Zone *
will lead you to the mark.
- -H-
Zoom in as you get -
closer to the mark; (T ]
> you want to be as ,
[} .’. | i
—= close as possible to
% Mark4(3) the mark — meaning -
your RIB needs to
”"'*:"“' be inside the red
s REARING 29971 circle (5m) when 180™ 0.8™ +
+ ’ -
M
1 4,501 you drop the mark. '@E.‘Egb COURSE AXIS COURSE S1ZE
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How to Create a Course Template — Club Admin

Buoy Zone makes it even easier to improve the experience for sailors and race officers by making it possible for clubs to
save the course formats and locations they like to use through the Club Templates feature. This feature is currently availa-
ble for a limited time to all, but will be limited to all clubs who have a Buoy Zone Club Subscription.

Using the Club Template feature:
Creating new template:
To create Club Templates, follow these simple steps.

From the landing screen select “Manage a Course”

Either select an existing course or create a new one. Remember, make sure your course, whether existing or new, is
associated with the host club you intend to create the template for.

Set your course settings as you would like to see them saved as a Template.

Tip: if you would like your Template course to be saved in a specific location rather than the dynamically updated GPS
location of the RO then change the “start boat location” setting to “Manual course Location.” If you're reusing an
existing course the coordinates will be where you last set the course. If you have created a new course the coordi-
nates will default to your current location, but you can change them.

Select the Advanced Courses settings and scroll to the bottom, check the “Set as a club template” field.
Enter a name for the new Template - this is how the template will be displayed.

Tap “Set Course” to save and view the template.
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Using a Course Template — Race Officers

Using a Club Template:

The Club Templates are available to all Race Officers who select a host club which has saved template(s). Remember
when you select from a template course you receive a copy of that template course which you can adjust and edit to make
your own, with no worry that you will change the saved “Club Template”.

From the landing screen select “Manage a Course”
From the next screen select the + button (Bottom right) to create a new course
Choose the Host Country and Club you are creating a course for

Select a template course from the “Club course template” drop down.

The “Course settings” screen allows you to fully adjust the course settings, the template settings are pre-loaded includ-
ing the course location if the “Start boat location” has been set to “Manual course location”. Tap “Set Course” to

view the course.
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COURSE ALERTS AND MORE!

Course Alerts

A feature which we think offers a real innovation for on-water sports and race management.

This will be especially helpful in the case of general assistance requests, man-over boards, or urgent medic requests. If
activated, a notification is sent to all Buoy Zone users who have joined or managed the course in the last 12 hours and
alerts them to an assistant request with a location and ‘navigate to’ function.

“This is an area of innovation we haven't seen before for on-water sports, where traditionally communications are com-
pletely reliant on VHF/Radio,”

We don't see Buoy Zone replacing VHF, but we do believe it will expand the range of tools typically used by race officials
and be a valuable way to share more specific details and identify those best placed to respond.

Using the Assistance request

On the map view select the symbol on the right which looks like a person with their arms out

On the pop-up screen select the alert type you're looking for (Man overboard, Assistance Request or Medic Re-
quest)

Tap the “Activate” button.

This will send a notification to anyone who is or has been active on the course.

To deactivate the Course Alert the individual user or the Race Officer has the option to deactivate the alert from the alert
banner on the map screen.
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COURSE ALERTS AND MORE! cont.

Join As

This applies to those who are joining a course requiring them to select the role under which they are joining the course. These rolc¥f*
include Mark Vessel, Safety, Umpire, Official, Coach, Spectator, Competitor and Other. The roles all have a unique colour and are re-
flected throughout, including on the map view and list view.

As time goes by we see more and more users joining a course for different reasons, some playing and active role and managing a
course and others just to observe. The goal through this addition is to allow anyone at a glance to see the role of each boat on the

course by colour and descriptor.

Refreshed Map Buttons

v 045" ki
The map buttons have been refreshed to include collapsed menu options within. e "
b *
The map buttons include collapsed menu options within.
The icons from the top are: ;
e o (]
a Centre over start boat
2 Map Layers toggle
Satellite image - toggle between satel-
lite view and standard map views
Club features toggle on/off
2g fbﬁp
+ Course Alert '
: +
180" 0.8™
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CLUB FEATURES - MAP LAYER — Club Admin.

Club Features - Race Management-Oriented Charts

Clubs with an active Club Subscription can add key details to their map for all those who join to be able to see. These features include standard chart-
based symbols such as Marker buoys, Beacons, Lighthouses, rocks etc as well as marks and way-points specific to club activities. The focus is not on
replacing navigational charts, rather allowing details relevant to course setting activities to be visible and available to those who need it.

Using Club Features
To begin adding Club Features click through to “Manage a Course” from the main landing screen.
On the next screen (My Courses), at the top right select “Club Features” then tap the big Orange + Button to begin creating a feature.

When selecting the location of a feature it is possible to manually add a coordinate or view the map and scroll to the right location by
tapping “Select on Map”.

Note you may find it useful to toggle on the satellite view layer.

There are options to deactivate features individually if not required, for example clubs may have specific regatta-based waypoints
which are not always required.

Select Manual Locations On The Map

Wherever you are able select the location of an item EG Manual course location, Club Feature you have the option to click “select on map” and then
select the location you're looking for on the map.

This in addition to the ability to add in both specific coordinates where these are known.

Note all Club Features are selectable - so for example if you have a mooring or regular course location saved as a Club Feature you can select this as
the location of the start boat for the course.
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CLUB FIXED MARK COURSES — Club Admin.

A group is a set of courses kept
together — for example "Winter Series
courses’. A course can sit in one
group or in nene.

i @ START AREA HERE
Event flets = )

4« Course 5T | SAVE

Starl area: put the crosshalr mughty whene the fine will go, ar
185 & sl Teature to centre it there = Boats wail e ool

tha in 12 (21 &n the day

= CANCEL
Create event fleets so participants New group
can join the event from Trace, and
race officers can assign fleets to their RBVC TEST| &
Start Start
course. An event must have at least e @
one fleet. 8 = Start line
i R PFlace ar plck the tao marks it
Variants m - + 11t Between
arian qune

2 G 0 Start area
A club course can have slightly Wangelii D 1he ko gats aid on the gy
different versions for different fleets .
we call this a variant. Marks, their RPN el

Area size

order, which way they are rounded,
and even the start and finish lines can

How much water o draw raund it
Beats sail 0w and wait here until the

potentially differ between them. fire goes down,

1‘;‘0“ m
Typically you would use variants for 0.0"™ o
different divisions — Course #1 might COURSE SIZE 1 caNCEL oK

have Division A, Division B and All diiied » Select Start Icon.
Others. Have as many as you like, one

> Select start line or area

HRn > Drag map until Red Circle
is in desired location.

> Select Start Area Here

> Adjust the area size as
desired.
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CLUB FIXED MARK COURSES Cont. — Club Admin.

REYC & — add 1 10 @e nourse?

o

< USERBYD &

CANCEL
Mark name
FP 1t Rounding Mark
g ®
= / CANGEL 0K
|'III 3
Wapaini (L -
& Add 15t Rounding Mark
1
e haunging
CANGR m
0.82"
COURSE S1IZE *

> Select Drop Mark Icon.

> Drag map until Red Circle
is in desired location.

> Select Drop Mark Here
» Add Mark Name

> Select Port or Starboard
Rounding, Select ADD
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» Select Gate Icon.

> Drag map until Red Circle is
in desired location.

> Select Drop Gate A, B here.
> Select Waypoint Icon.

> Tap & Hold Waypoint and

drag to desired location.

meeeduzal 3> Select Waypoint Icon again
weggpeint o ms

> Waypoint in new location

Edwood
=
®.
[ .
il
Wpaed L
Emah Fol 8
1.784™
COURSE SIZE *

€ Course

!
i
|
Crp mask 3

- i
Gate 1

| y
& VI
wamars

o

MAE  LIST  SAVE

p:

)

i
% *

Finish line

-, Same as star

/ Finish across the start line

e

£

A Edit the finish s

. Mowe sdther end
7

(@] Finish area
Thie bieve geta (nid om 1he day

5.3

Cl]l.lli?

> Add Fixed Marks as required.

> Select Port or Starboard
Rounding for each mark added.

» Select Finish Icon. Choose
finish type.

> Drop Port & Stbd ends of
Finish Line as required.




CLUB EVENTS — Club Admin.

Connect with an event

This is our recommended approach, especially if you plan
ahead. Participants can join their fleet early, see all the relevant

event information and who else is participating.

Events also allow race committees move fleets between courses
when needed. Photos and media can easily be shared for the

event and it keeps things simple for Race Officers and partici-

pants.

A club administrator creates an event in Buoy Zone.

As part of the event creation, the club administrator creates all the

fleets that may be participating in the event. Every event must
have a least one fleet.

On race day (or up to a week before) the Race office can create a
Course on Buoy Zone, link to the event and assign the fleets for
their course.
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RBYC Hearns Hero's

Keefboal Race 26-27 Season

&

RBYC Twilight Pursuit Race DRAFT

Kestboat Pursuit Racs 26-27 Season

5

Select the ”to add a
new event for your club




CLUB EVENTS CONT.— Club Admin.

& Edit Event SAVE Complete details for your event.

Add Event Name, Description
.9 and Dates.

Add eventlogo (optional)

Scroll up to continue .
Event name * Course Marks

Brighton Champlenship

Laid marks | Fited marks Bﬂﬁl! Add Course Details and Link

Keelboat Racing 26-27 Season

other clubs if required

Restrict course cothons to

Brighton Champicnship Any club courses =
Vietorian Championship - Host RBYC
1 el il Linked Clubs g
1 24 0c1 2026 = 24 0ct 2026 e Exira Options
e «
aeli @ Participants WhatsApp group link
Event Fleets Royal Brightan Yach Club
e s Links + add link
Salfings, &t kot o 4% SBandringham Yacht Club
Event fleets 2. 4 Royal Malbowme Yacht Squadron
Bl 1, Biv 3, Bl COME
Sign On/Off (Beta)
4k Royal Yacht Club Of Victaria

o Trace will manage sign-an and sign-
off for this event.

= Link a club

Published

Thia event goes eut i the pot

Add WhatsApp Group Link (optional).

Check Publish box when ready to publish.

(this can be updated later).
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WHATSAPP GROUP LINK SHARING — Club Admin.

Managing clear and consistent communications across the race course has always been a key success fac-
tor. We've seen that many successful race management teams have leveraged the ubiquitous nature of
WhatsApp and it's ability to connect and communicate in simple text as well as other rich formats such im-
ages, video and voice.

Race Officers can add a direct link to the respective Buoy Zone course ensuring everyone on the course can
access the WhatsApp group via Link.

To add a group link please note:

e Only the race officer can add the WhatsApp Group link to the course

e |tis best if the Race Officer is also a group admin on the WhatsApp group as this ensure the ability to
create a 'share link' and manage those joining a group

e You can add link from an existing group or a new one

Steps by step

1. In WhatsApp Open the Group Chat: Find the group in your WhatsApp chats and open it.

2. Tap the Group Name: Tap the name of the group at the top of the screen to open the Group Info page.
3. Scroll down the Group Info page until you see the "Invite to group via link" option (it has a chain link
icon).

4. On the next page Tap 'Copy Link'

5. Open the Buoy Zone app and tap Manage a Course and eiterh create a new course or navigate to the
respective course and open the Advance course settings

6. Paste the link into the "WhatsApp Group Link" field near the bottom of the advanced course settings.
7. Set and share the course.
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YOUR NOTES
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