
 

     

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Organising Authority will be the Royal Brighton Yacht Club Inc.  

The Organising Authority for the Port Phillip Women’s Championship Series (PPWCS) 30 April Race 

Day will be Royal Brighton Yacht Club Inc.  

 

Sailing Instructions 
30 April 2023 

 

  

1  RULES  

  The races will be governed by:  

a) The rules as defined in The Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS).  

b) For Keelboats, the Australian Sailing Special Regulations Part 1, Sections 1 – 6. 

c) The ORC Rules where applicable.  

d) The Australian Measurement System (AMS) where applicable.  

e) The Australian Sailing Keelboat Handicap Rule (PHS) where applicable.  

2  NOTICES TO COMPETITORS  

Notices to competitors will be posted on the official notice board located on the RBYC 

website. www.rbyc.org.au   

3  CHANGES TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS  

Any change to the Sailing Instructions will be posted not less than two hours before it will 

take effect, except that any change to the schedule of races will be posted by 1800 hours 

on the day before it will take effect.  

4  SIGNALS MADE ASHORE  

4.1  Signals made ashore will be displayed on the flag mast situated on the western 

perimeter of the RBYC property. Repeats of these signals may be displayed on flag 

masts located at the Race Control Tower or the Hard Stand Area on the Middle 

Brighton Pier.  

4.2  When flag AP is displayed ashore, ‘1 minute’ is replaced with ‘not less than 1 hour’ in 

the race signal AP. 
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5  SCHEDULE OF RACES  

Day  Date  Time  Activity  

Sunday   

  

30 April 

  

1100  Warning Signal for BLiSS, RBYC Associates 

Cup & PPWCS Race Day 5 (up to 3 races 

are scheduled)   

Approx. 

1600  

BLiSS Presentation in the RBYC Member’s Bar  

 

5.1  To alert boats that a race or sequence of races will begin soon, the orange starting 

line flag will be displayed with one sound at least five minutes before a warning signal 

is made. 

5.2  No warning signal will be made after 1430. 

6  CLASS FLAGS  

 The class flag will be flag “R”.  

7  RACING AREAS  

Racing will be on the waters of Port Phillip adjacent to the Royal Brighton Yacht Club.  

8  THE COURSES  

8.1  Courses will be as described in Appendix A.    

8.2  The Race Committee shall designate the course to be sailed before or at the warning 

signal for the class by displaying a Numeral Pennant(s) corresponding to the Course 

number.  

8.3  The Committee Vessel may display the approximate compass bearing of the first leg.  

9  MARKS  

Laid Marks are described in Appendix A.  

10  AREAS THAT ARE OBSTRUCTIONS  

The following area is designated as an obstruction:   

DANGER!! BONNET ROCK   

Bonnet Rock is marked by an unlit starboard beacon located at 37° 54’.82 S 144°  

58’.81 E and is surrounded by VERY SHALLOW WATER. This pile shall be passed on the 

seaward side.  

11  THE START  

11.1  The start line will be between a staff displaying an orange flag on the Committee 

Vessel at the starboard end and the port-end starting mark.  

11.24 A boat starting later than 5 minutes after her starting signal will be scored DNS without 

a hearing. This changes rule A4, 30 & 35.  

12  CHANGE OF THE NEXT LEG OF THE COURSE  

To change the next leg of the course, the race committee will lay a new mark (or move 

the finishing line) and remove the original mark as soon as practicable. When in a 

subsequent change a new mark is replaced, it will be replaced by an original mark.  



 

     

  

13 THE FINISH  

The finishing line will be between a staff displaying a blue flag on the Committee Vessel 

and the finishing mark on the side of the Committee Vessel as designated in Appendix A.   

14  TIME LIMITS  

14.1  The Target Time, Mark 1 Time Limit, Race Time Limit (see RRS 35), and the Finishing 

Window are shown in the table below. 

Target Time Mark 1 Time 

Limit 

Race Time Limit  Finishing 

Window 

60 minutes 30 minutes 90 minutes 30 minutes 

 

14.2  If no boat has passed the first mark within the Mark 1 Time Limit, the race will be 

abandoned.  

14.3  The Finishing Window is the time for boats to finish after the first boat sails the course 

and finishes. Boats failing to finish within the Finishing Window, and not subsequently 
retiring, penalised or given redress, will be scored Time Limit Expired (TLE) without a 

hearing. A boat scored TLE shall be scored points for the finishing place [one] more 
than the points scored by the last boat that finished within the Finishing Window. This 

changes RRS 35, A5.1, A5.2 and A10. 

14.4  Failure to meet the Target Time will not be grounds for redress. This changes RRS 

62.1(a).  

15  PROTESTS AND REQUESTS FOR REDRESS  

15.1  Protest forms are available at the RBYC Sailing Office and in the RBYC Members’ Bar.  

Protests and requests for redress or reopening shall be delivered to the RBYC Sailing 

Office within the appropriate time limit.  

15.2  Protests must be supplied to the RBYC Sailing Office or emailed to sailing@rbyc.org.au 

15.3  The protest time limit is 60 minutes (1hours) after the last boat has finished the last race 

of the day or the race committee signals no more racing today, whichever is later.  

15.4  Notices will be posted no later than 30 minutes after the protest time limit to inform 

competitors of hearings in which they are parties or named as witnesses. Hearings will 

be held in the protest room, located at RBYC, beginning at the time posted.  

15.5  Notices of protests by the race committee or protest committee will be posted to 

inform boats under rule 61.1(b).  

16  SCORING  

One race is required to be completed to constitute a series.  

17 SAFETY REGULATIONS  

17.1  The Keelboat Safety Category for each race will be Category 7.  

17.2  By entering the series all competing boats declare that they have lodged a Safety 

Compliance Declaration and Checklist covering the appropriate safety category 

prior to racing. Boats failing to comply will have their entry refused.  

17.3  In addition to the requirements of the designated Safety Category, the following 

additions apply to all keelboats:  

a) While racing, no anchors shall be carried on deck forward of the bow or with any 

part protruding outboard.   

b) All keelboats shall carry a VHF radio capable of transmitting on channels 16 & 77. 

The radio may be permanently installed or a waterproof handheld.   

file:///C:/Users/User/RBYC%20Dropbox/All%20Staff/Sailing/2021-2022/EVENTS/BLISS/sailing@rbyc.org.au


 

     

  

c) All crew on deck competing under the following conditions shall wear a lifejacket:   

i. On a Keelboat competing as Category 7 without lifelines complying with 

AS Special Regulations Part 1, Section 3.12 - lifejacket must comply with AS 

Special Regulations Part 2, Section 5.01.2 (minimum 50S).  

17.4  Failure of a crew member to comply with rule 40 (“Y” flag) will result in their boat 

being scored DSQ without a hearing. This changes rule 40.  

17.5  Competing boats will sign-on for racing by hailing the Committee Boat as they are 

sailing past its stern on starboard tack. 

18  RADIO COMMUNICATION  

18.1  Except in an emergency, a boat shall neither make radio transmissions while racing 
nor receive radio communications not available to all boats. This restriction also 

applies to mobile telephones.   

18.2  RBYC Race Control will monitor and use VHF Channel 77 during races.    

18.3  It is recommended that all boats monitor/transmit on VHF Channels 77 and 16.  

  



 

     

  

  

APPENDIX A - Courses  
• All courses use temporary laid marks.   

• Start and Finish at Committee Vessel.  

• All marks are to be left to port with the exception of gate marks.  

• If one of the gate marks is missing boats shall round the one existing leeward mark to port.   

 

 

Course Course to be sailed 

1 Start - 1 - 2 - Finish 

2 Start - 1 - 2 - 3p/s - 1 - 2 - Finish 

 

 

Mark Description 

Start Yellow 

1 Pink 

2 Pink 

3s & 3p Orange 

Finish Black/White checkered 

1 Change 

mark 
Pink & Black band 

3s & 3p 

Change 

marks 

Yellow 

 
 


